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An Account of a Cornet fern ^ Lipfick^ Sept i6%6. 
ta\en from the Lipfick Ada Eruditorum f(?r the 
Month of November tafi\ 

THat Comets are fb frequently feoi of late above 
what has been formerly oblerved, happens rather 
from the diligence aad number of thqiQ that now apply 
themlelves to the ftudy of the CcBleftkiMotionSj, thaii 
from any cafual concourfe of thofe Bodies. Tliat this is 
fb, may be concluded from the five C^^mets, that in left 
than fix years time have beenieen to trayerfe the Heavens, 
of which yet only the two firft ( w^. thofe of iSB^i and 
1682) by reafbn of their long tailes were generally regard^ 
ed. That that appeared in 3^«/y and ^//^/^ 4683. was 
not, as I can hear, any where obferved in Frame. That 
that appeared in "^t^ne 16S4 was no where elfe taken no- 
tice of but at R^m?: and now this of September 16 85. we 
have no crther account of, than this from Lipfick. The truth 
is, that where Comets are deftitute of a tayle and appsar 
only like an obfcure hamSirar, as thofe of 168 1 and 1684 
did;^, they that firfl: difcover them had need be well ac- 
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quainted witli the Conftelktions (wliich few People are,^ 
and muft look over the Heavens defignedly with grearat ^ 
tention, notwithftanding all which 'tis poiTibie for fueh 
obfcure Stars to pais by unfeen. 

This Comet was obferved at Lipfick b)^ the diligent and 
accurate Mn f(jrck ; in whofb Ephemerides for this year 
there is likewile a brief account thereof ; He faw it only 
twice, njiz. on the BtkBnd ph.oiSeftemher fi. vet. i686% 
and obferved it as follows. 

S^^fh 8. 4^ ?!?^4w about day«break, he found the Comet 
in the Conftellation of Lc"^, to the right hand of the Lth 
cida in LuTnhis Si ( aiis comehed^ for the Latin Copy is 
del^edive in this place ) and ratembUng that Star in colour 
and magnitude, with a thin and fliorttaile extended up- 
right. Over the Comet in the fame vertical! was tfie Star 
e a oiBaycry or a i Tychonij dlftant theretrom by. the Mi- 
crometer, exadly a degree ; and a Line drawn from the lu- 
cida inlumbu El to the Comet pair^^d much about half a 
degree to the right hand of the fa id & Leonis. The diftance 
of tlie Coniet from Regulus taken by a Radius was about 
17 gr. ThenextMormng, 6^^^. 9. theComet appeared 
agam obfcurer and more difficult to obferve than berore, 
by reafon of the day-light : however, at ih ^^ m the di- 
ftance thereof from 9 a was found by tlie Micrometer 
2°. Qg-i ?^,and at 4/^40 m. again 2gr. 2^% m. To veri- 
fie the Times^ the Altitude of the Lucida in Lumhis a \vas 
Obferved ix gr.icfmn. tit 6^h.o^m.mme. A right Line 
drawn by the Comet and the laid <3 Leonis towards /? Leo- 
nisy or tlie the Lncida Colli, left that Star a little to the right 
hand. The following dbys being Cloudy no more could 
be Obferved. 

This Comet was feen by a Country-man,who firft gave 
notice therof, from the 6 / to the i7th o^ September j the re- 
fult of whole Gbfervations is, that the Comet was dired 
in motion, that it moved about li degree per diem^ and 
that it lecmed rather to decreafe in Latitude.. On the ^th 
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of Sepemb. It was about 24 ^/;??.diftant from 6 Leomsyhut 
its bearing therefrom is not let down. From other parts 
it is faid to have been feen from the firfl: of Sepemher^ but 
nothing obierved. 

A^. jB. That this Star B Leoms was then in <^gr^ 1 mm. of 
11? with North Latitude ggr.^il min. Whence at the time 
of the firfl: Obfervation it may be concluded that the Co- 
met was in 9^r. 55 of trj with North Latitude 9'' i^min 
And at the lecond Oblervation the Longitude of the Co* 
met will be found about 1 1 ^r. 20 ^//>. in n?, with much 
the lame North Latitude as before. 

Thefe Obfervations being fb few , do fcarce fuffice to 
conclude any thing concerning the preceding or confe- 
quent motions of this Comet, which being near the Sun 
and ftill approaching him was foon loft in his Beams. It 
may however ferve one day, when the Theory of Comets 
fliall attain its perfeftion, to confirm an i:^;^^/^^^^?//^-^ and 
help to afcertain the number of thefe Heterogeneous Fla- 
nets, whofe frequency makes in more than probable that 
they have their periodical returns, tho hitherto unknown. 
4nd that the Prophecy of Senem [ Erit qui demonfiret di- 
^umdo in qmbm Comepx fart thus errent \ mr tarn feducfi a re^ 
liquis^ quot qudefque fmtj ] is not wholly to be defpaired of, 
will fbon appear, from the accurate Theory of the Comet 
of i 68f jto be found in the incomparable Treatife of M. Ifa- 
ac Newton, an account whereof is given at the end of this 
Tra^faBion 
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